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Democracy and the rule of law are two of the European Union’s fundamental values. Over the past ten 
years, however, they have come under increasing pressure. Backsliding Member States, growing 
distrust from citizens towards EU institutions, a rise in populism and many other challenges have risen 
to the surface. The RECONNECT Project, funded by the EU’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 770142, aims to understand and provide solutions to these 
challenges with a main focus on strengthening the EU’s legitimacy through democracy and the rule of 
law.   

The RECONNECT MOOC: ‘Rule of Law and Democracy in Europe’ developed by the Leuven Centre for 
Global Governance Studies (University of Leuven, Belgium), explores the principles of democracy and 
the rule of law in the EU, how they have evolved over time and which threats they are currently facing. 
It examines how these values are put into practice and how they can and should be defended against 
backsliding in the EU Member States. The MOOC analyses the EU’s toolbox for tackling the erosion of 
its values and discusses not only the general interest of the EU but also the specific policy areas in 
which these values are of great importance such as trade and migration, and more recently public 
health emergencies (COVID-19).  

The course is taught by an interdisciplinary team of academic experts and practitioners in the field who 
will guide students through various topics. It consists of six modules. Throughout the different 
modules, students will delve into the territory of EU values and explore the notions of democracy and 
the rule of law through videos complemented by reading materials, which will introduce learners to 
important primary and secondary sources including RECONNECT research. Exercises such as word 
clouds and ‘drag and drop’ problems will allow students to get familiar with the subjects. In addition, 
discussion platforms will offer students the opportunity to exchange with peers on pertinent and 
current concerns surrounding the EU and two of its cornerstone principles. The MOOC will also allow 
the RECONNECT team to collect views, opinions and suggestions from learners on how to make the EU 
more democratic.  

As an introductory course, this MOOC is suitable for people from all educational and professional 
backgrounds who are interested in understanding the concrete significance of the rule of law and 
democracy, and the current challenges facing the EU in this context.  

The six modules are spread over eight weeks starting from 30 November 2020 up until 24 January 
2021. Each module takes around three hours to complete. Being held 100% online, the course is 
entirely COVID-safe and learners can take it from wherever they want. 

So, have you always wanted to learn more about the European Union? Or maybe about democracy 
and the rule of law? Have you become increasingly intrigued by the challenges faced by the European 
Union and its values today? Take the plunge and immerse yourself in these topics by enrolling now: 
RECONNECT MOOC on the Rule of Law and Democracy in Europe.  

Course staff includes: Jan Wouters, Axel Marx, Kolja Raube and Anna-Luise Chané (University of 
Leuven), Joelle Grogan and Laurent Pech (Middlesex University London), Julinda Beqiraj (Bingham 
Centre London), Ben Crum (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam), Camille Kelbel (Lille Catholic University),  
Petra Bárd (Central European University), Pieter de Wilde and Lise Rye (Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology), Paul Blokker (Charles University Prague, University of Bologna), Dimitry 
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Kochenov (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen),  Sylvia Kritzinger (University of Vienna), Elina Pirjatanniemi 
(Åbo Akademi University), Amichai Magen (Interdisciplinary Centre Herzliya), Cristina Fasone (LUISS) 
and Oliver Treib (University of Münster).  

 

 

 


